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have not been able to discover any instance of claims
against the Republic of Panama being pressed successfully
by any of the affected individuals.32
The "Bunker System," along with the "Black List," was
a principal weapon of the Allied war effort in Latin Amer-
ica. Along with the three Venezuelan ports of La Guaira,
Puerto Cabello, and Maracaibo, and Curacao in the Dutch
West Indies, the Panama Canal ports were the bunker con-
trol stations. Licenses were required for all bunker fuel,
sea or ships stores, and other supplies obtained at these
ports. Inasmuch as vessels of virtually all of the Latin
American countries regularly transited the Canal, or called
at Colon or Balboa, it was habitual for them to take on fuel
and stores there. An unequaled opportunity was thus given
to the Allies to control sailing routes and schedules by
issuing only enough fuel and stores to ships that they
would be compelled to follow Allied routing instructions
without deviation. This system was a powerful coercive
to be applied particularly against those states of the hemi-
sphere which persisted in remaining neutral or even on
occasion had displayed pro-German sentiments.
The delays and inconveniences of this procedure were
galling beyond description to a region whose only effec-
tive contact with the outside world was by sea. The United
States enforced the bunker licenses with insidious effects.
Ships of Chilean and Peruvian lines believed to be oper-
ating in German interests were widely diverted, and others
were delayed by carefully calculated preferences given to
friendly vessels.83 It has been estimated that bunker license
regulations operated to tie up and delay more shipping in
Panama than all other defense measures combined.34
Panama was constantly subjected to importuning pressures
of all sorts, from within her sister Latin American states,
to connive in schemes for circumventing the Bunker Regu-